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for	July	2020	
	
Fairfield	College	Preparatory	School	(www.fairfieldprep.org),	aka	Fairfield	Prep	or	simply	“Prep,”	
located	in	Fairfield,	CT	on	the	campus	of	Fairfield	University,	is	a	Jesuit	Catholic	day	school	currently	
serving	770	boys	in	grades	9-12.	Founded	in	1942	by	the	Jesuits,	Prep	has	enjoyed	an	outstanding	
reputation	for	excellence,	instilling	in	generations	of	Prep	graduates	strong	Jesuit	values,	enduring	
bonds	of	brotherhood	and	fulfilling	its	commitment	to	produce	graduates	who	are	“men	for	others.”	
	
As	a	Jesuit	college	preparatory	high	school,	Fairfield	Prep	shares	a	rich	heritage	of	more	than	450	
years	stretching	back	to	the	life	and	religious	experience	of	St.	Ignatius	of	Loyola,	the	founder	of	the	
Society	of	Jesus	(the	Jesuits).	It	is	an	educational	institution	that	embraces	and	carries	out	the	Jesuit	
mission	of	educating	young	people	to	be	leaders	in	every	aspect	of	contemporary	society.		
	
Fairfield	Prep	seeks	an	outstanding	educational	leader	who	authentically	embraces	the	Jesuit	values	
and	educational	philosophies	to	serve	as	its	next	president	beginning	July	2020.	
	
Mission	
Fairfield	College	Preparatory	School	is	a	Jesuit,	Catholic	School	of	excellence	forming	young	men	of	
intellectual	competence,	who	possess	the	conscience	to	make	wise	decisions,	a	compassion	for	
others,	and	a	commitment	to	justice	in	our	global	society.	
	
Vision	
Fairfield	College	Preparatory	School	strives	to	be	a	reflective	community	of	faith,	in	which	students	
revere	their	relationship	with	God	and	one	another.	We	are	committed	to	graduating	
transformational	leaders	who	will	respond	to	global	and	ecological	challenges	in	an	interconnected	
world	marked	by	profound	change.	
	
Jesuit	Education		

§ Fairfield	Prep	is	a	member	of	a	global	network	of	schools	renowned	for	their	commitment	to	
academic	excellence	and	promoting	a	faith	oriented	by	service	and	social	justice.	

§ The	members	of	Prep's	faculty	believe	in	and	are	deeply	committed	to	the	school's	Jesuit	
mission.	All	teachers	share	Prep's	sense	of	mission,	of	leading	young	men	to	a	deeper	
realization	of	God's	role	in	their	lives,	regardless	of	each	student's	faith	background	or	
commitment.	

§ At	Prep,	the	learning	that	takes	place	is	characterized	by	thoroughness	and	a	desire	for	
excellence;	students	are	given	learning	skills	that	will	last	a	lifetime.	

§ Students	are	led	to	find	God	in	their	world.	Through	the	retreat	experiences	that	Prep	offers	
they	strive	to	discover	God	in	themselves	and	in	the	lives	of	those	around	them	and	gain	new	
perspectives	on	their	relationships	with	God.	
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§ Students	are	given	opportunities	to	serve	those	in	need	in	their	communities	and	beyond.	
Thus,	they	are	helped	to	see	the	relationship	between	this	service	and	the	call	of	the	Church	
in	our	world.		

	
Leadership	Needs	
Fairfield	Prep’s	next	president	has	a	tremendous	opportunity	to	join	a	strong	Jesuit	school	
community.	He	or	she	will	be	an	experienced	leader	who	has	an	integral	understanding	of	and	deep	
appreciation	for	Jesuit	education,	ideally	gained	either	through	his	or	her	own	schooling	or	through	
professional	experience.	The	school	is	seeking	an	ambitious,	energetic,	and	confident	leader	who	has	
the	skills	to	navigate	the	opportunities	ahead	and	who	will	passionately	embrace	the	school’s	
mission,	core	values,	and	school	community.	Fairfield	Prep	requires	an	inspiring	leader	who	will	think	
strategically	while	empowering	and	motivating	the	community	to	advance	its	vision	of	academic	
excellence.	Prep’s	next	president	will	bring	successful	hands-on	leadership	and	management	
experience	that	demonstrates	courage	to	effectuate	change	while	facilitating	collaboration	in	the	
pursuit	of	professional	excellence.	
	
Fairfield	Prep	is	truly	a	school	of	many	strengths	and	passionate	stakeholders.	An	energetic,	
optimistic	leader	will	find	many	willing	and	able	individuals	to	partner	with	as	the	school	navigates	
the	challenges	and	opportunities	ahead.	
	
Governance	
Fairfield	Prep	is	a	division	of	Fairfield	University.	The	president	of	Prep	reports	to	the	University’s	
president,	serving	on	his	cabinet	as	a	vice	president.	Prep’s	15	member	Board	of	Governors	is	an	
active	advisory	board;	its	membership	includes	alumni,	parents	of	alumni,	and	current	parents.	The	
Prep	president	is	also	an	ex-officio	member	of	the	Board.	The	Board	of	Governors	utilizes	a	
committee	structure,	supporting	strategic	planning,	development,	finance,	facilities,	and	marketing.		
	
A	number	of	key	operational	functions	are	integrated	with	the	University’s.	For	example,	Prep’s	
endowment	is	managed	with	the	University’s;	the	University’s	HR	department	manages	employee	
benefits,	and	the	University	has	oversight	of	campus	security.		
	
Fairfield	Prep	is	accredited	by	NEASC	(New	England	Association	of	Schools	and	Colleges)	and	is	a	
member	of	the	Jesuit	Schools	Network,	Connecticut	Association	of	Independent	Schools,	and	the	
National	Catholic	Education	Association.		
	
Program	
Candidates	are	encouraged	to	explore	Prep’s	comprehensive	website	in	order	to	gain	a	full	
appreciation	for	the	wide	range	of	offerings.	A	Prep	education	fully	realizes	the	value	of	educating	
the	whole	person	and	knows	that	important	learning	happens	outside	of	the	classroom—on	the	
stage	and	studios,	playing	fields	and	courts,	during	retreats,	and	through	community	service.	Jesuit	
education	stresses	a	care	for	the	whole	person:	mind,	body,	and	spirit.		
	
A	walk	through	Prep	hallways	will	illustrate	the	dynamic	interaction	between	tradition	and	
innovation:	stone-floored	and	walled	hallways,	some	displaying	video	monitors;	large,	light-filled	
classrooms	that	enable	boys	to	move	from	active	movements	in	their	drama	classes	to	more	
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traditional	seating,	and	cozier	rooms	that	enable	engaged	conversations.	The	academic	curriculum	
additionally	reflects	this	intersection	of	tradition	and	innovation.		
	
Prep’s	curriculum	includes	offerings	in	math,	English,	science,	fine	arts,	social	studies,	theology,	
French,	Spanish,	and	computer	science.	The	school	has	a	1:1	iPad	program	that	eliminates	the	need	
for	numerous	textbooks	and	supports	digital	learning	opportunities.	Fairfield	Prep	students	may	
enroll	in	the	Arrupe	Virtual	Learning	Institute	(AVLI),	which	extends	course	offerings	and	provides	an	
online	learning	experience.	For	example,	15	AP	courses	are	offered	through	traditional	classroom	
instruction,	with	another	nine	APs	available	online	through	AVLI.	Fairfield	University	resources,	
including	the	library	and	research	databases,	are	available	to	Prep	students.	
	
This	school	year	saw	the	launch	of	the	Fairfield	Prep	Entrepreneurship	Institute,	providing	the	
opportunity	for	entrepreneurial	studies,	off-campus	learning,	and	the	development	of	business	
plans.	Students	will	compete	in	Prep’s	“StartUp”	competition,	with	the	winning	team	competing	in	
Fairfield	University’s	competition.	
	
At	its	core,	Fairfield	Prep's	curriculum	is	based	on	the	Ignatian	Pedagogical	Paradigm	(IPP),	an	
educational	framework	derived	from	the	Ratio	Studiorum	(Plan	of	Studies)	formulated	by	Ignatius	
Loyola,	founder	of	the	Society	of	Jesus,	for	use	in	the	first	Jesuit	schools.	Teachers	in	Jesuit	schools	
are	trained	to	create	lessons	that	flow	from	the	IPP's	elements	of	context,	experience,	reflection,	
action,	and	evaluation.	Through	this	approach,	teachers	are	able	to	teach	more	than	just	the	
material	covered	in	a	typical,	chronological	syllabus.	Instead	the	student's	whole	person	is	joined	to	
the	educational	enterprise.	The	goal	is	to	encourage	students	to	understand	the	interconnectedness	
of	knowledge	and	the	importance	of	applying	fundamental	principles	to	the	application	of	
knowledge	to	help	make	the	world	a	better	place	for	all.	
	
Arts	
The	arts	in	all	forms	play	an	important	role	at	Prep.	Under	the	leadership	of	current	President	Father	
Thomas	Simisky,	S.J.,	Prep’s	arts	facilities	were	renovated	to	modernize	and	better	support	the	
program.	In	addition	to	the	visual	arts,	Prep	Players	are	the	school’s	theater	group,	and	there	are	a	
number	of	musical	performing	groups:	Jazzsuits,	Wind	Ensemble,	Select	Choir,	Symphonic	Orchestra,	
Liturgical	Music,	and	Encords.		Prep	main	stage	performances	are	held	in	the	University’s	Quick	
Center	for	the	Arts.	During	the	2018-19	school	year,	Prep	Players	were	nominated	for	19	Halo	
Awards	and	were	recipients	of	three	for	acting,	costume	design,	and	best	play.	
	
Athletics	
Prep	has	had	a	strong	tradition	of	athletic	excellence	and	an	enduring	and	enthusiastic	fan	base,	led	
by	an	energetic	student	cheering	section.	Prep	teams	compete	as	the	Jesuits,	wearing	red	and	white.	
The	athletic	program	includes	35	teams	in	17	sports	with	nearly	75%	of	students	participating	in	one	
or	more	sports.	Prep’s	affiliation	with	Fairfield	University	enables	students	to	utilize	Division	I	quality	
facilities,	including	the	new	Rafferty	Stadium	for	football,	soccer,	and	lacrosse;	Alumni	Diamond	for	
baseball;	and	Alumni	Hall	for	basketball.	Additional	athletic	teams	include:	cross	country,	hockey,	
skiing,	wrestling,	swimming,	indoor	&	outdoor	track,	tennis,	golf,	crew,	and	sailing.	Each	year	a	
number	of	Prep	graduates	commit	to	continuing	their	athletic	endeavors	in	college.	
	
In	addition	to	the	competitive	athletic	program,	Prep	offers	varied	Intramural	and	Club	Programs.	
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Past	offerings	include	wiffle	ball,	ultimate	frisbee,	basketball,	and	flag	football.	
	
Community	Service	
Men	for	Others	is	the	Fairfield	Prep	motto.	It	means	that	faith	needs	to	be	put	into	action	through	
service	for	others.	Prep	has	a	four-year	community	service	program	designed	to	involve	boys	in	
progressively	meaningful	volunteer	work.	Freshmen	take	part	in	a	field	day	with	inner-city	children,	
and	sophomores	and	juniors	perform	multiple	hours	of	service	at	a	school,	church	or	community.	
Seniors	each	choose	an	organization	to	commit	to,	performing	ongoing	weekly	service	throughout	
their	academic	year.	
	
Prep	students	participate	in	service	trips	close	by	—	visiting	Bridgeport	schools	and	soup	kitchens	as	
part	of	an	Urban	Plunge	—	and	further	afield—	spending	a	week	on	service	projects	in	Appalachia,	
Florida,	Jamaica	and	Ecuador.	Collectively,	students	donate	23,000	volunteer	hours	each	year	to	
community,	church	or	school,	providing	a	living	example	of	Prep's	motto,	Men	for	Others.	
	
Campus	Ministry	
The	Campus	Ministry	Office	promotes	Prep’s	mission	and	broadens	the	opportunities	for	Christian	
life	experiences	for	the	community.	Its	purpose	is	to	both	provide	and	coordinate	spiritual,	service,	
and	leadership	programs	within	the	context	of	communal	responsibility	and	the	experiences	of	
religious	faith.	Regardless	of	their	religious	affiliation,	students	are	invited	to	volunteer	their	services	
to	campus	ministry	programs	and/or	participate	in	leadership	and	extended	retreat	programs	
sponsored	by	the	Campus	Ministry	Office.	There	is	a	Campus	Ministry	Student	Leadership	team,	
supporting	student	involvement	in	school	liturgies,	retreats,	and	service	activities.	
	
Student	Body	
Prep	boys	speak	with	gratitude	and	thoughtfulness	about	their	community.	The	importance	of	
brotherhood	is	authentically	embraced,	with	students	supporting	and	cheering	for	each	other	and	
viewing	each	schoolmate	as	a	brother.	Students	cite	the	strong	community,	its	welcoming	
atmosphere,	and	the	faculty’s	sincere	dedication	to	them	in	all	ways	as	aspects	of	the	school	that	are	
highly	appreciated.	Conversations	with	alumni,	those	young	and	those	less	so,	underscore	that	the	
bonds	of	brotherhood	formed	at	Prep	are	lifelong.	
	
Prep	has	had	an	enduring	commitment	to	attracting	and	supporting	a	diverse	student	body	and	
making	sure	that	deserving	young	men	from	families	with	limited	means	can	attend	Prep,	which	is	
an	integral	part	of	the	Fairfield	Prep	mission.	The	diverse	community	supports	forming	young	men	of	
intellectual	competence	who	are	equipped	to	thrive	in	an	increasingly	global	world.	Additionally,	it	
fosters	compassion	and	a	commitment	to	justice,	exposing	students	to	a	wide	array	of	multicultural	
viewpoints.	
	
Prep	students	come	from	approximately	45	towns,	drawing	from	CT	and	NY.	In	addition,	Prep’s	
international	student	program	enrolls	32	students	from	China	who	live	in	homestays.	Thirty-seven	
percent	of	students	identify	as	non-Catholics.	Twenty-six	percent	identify	as	people	of	color.	Thirty-
five	percent	of	students	receive	need-based	financial	assistance,	with		$2.7M	in	aid	awarded	in	2019-
2020	academic	year.		
	
	Recognizing	that	new	students	arrive	with	a	wide	variety	of	academic	preparation,	Prep’s	SEED	
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(Students	for	Educational	Excellence	through	Diversity)	Program,	begun	nearly	three	decades	ago,	is	
primarily	focused	on	providing	support	services	for	students	from	diverse	backgrounds.	The	director	
of	academic	support	services	manages	the	program,	working	closely	with	the	Guidance	Department.	
Each	SEED	student	is	both	paired	with	a	peer	tutor	who	is	a	National	Honor	Society	member	and	is	
assigned	a	Fairfield	University	adviser	who	works	with	the	student	on	time	management,	
organization,	and	study	strategies.	
	
Staffing	
Students	are	served	by	90	faculty,	staff	and	administrators,	a	good	number	of	whom	are	Prep	
alumni,	and	a	high	percentage	who	have	been	part	of	Prep	community	for	many	years.	Faculty	and	
administrators	note	the	strong	community,	a	collegial,	family-like	atmosphere,	an	appreciation	for	
Jesuit	values,	good	support	for	professional	development,	and	a	love	of	the	students	as	among	the	
numerous	reasons	that	keep	them	engaged	professionally.	
	
In	addition	to	the	president,	the	current	senior	administrative	team	includes:		a	principal,	vice	
president	of	advancement,	chief	financial	officer,	deans	of	academics,	mission	and	ministry,	
students,	and	operations;	directors	of	admissions,	athletics,	campus	ministry,	communications,	
college	guidance	and	counseling,	diversity,	and	technology.		
	
Facilities	
As	noted,	Prep	resides	on	the	200-acre	Fairfield	University	campus.	At	Prep’s	founding,	four	years	
ahead	of	the	University’s	launching,	the	Jesuits	purchased	two	adjoining	estates.	These	properties	
along	with	their	respective	mansions	were	merged	to	create	the	campus;	one	mansion	was	named	
McAuliffe	Hall	in	honor	of	the	then	current	Bishop	of	the	Diocese	of	Hartford	and	the	other	
Bellarmine	Hall	in	honor	of	St.	Robert	Cardinal	Bellarmine,	S.J.	Prep's	enrollment	quickly	outgrew	the	
space	available	in	McAuliffe	Hall.	By	the	end	of	the	1940’s,	Berchmans	Hall	and	Xavier	Hall	were	built	
and	hosted	classes	both	for	Prep	and	for	the	newly	opened	Fairfield	University.	For	more	than	thirty	
years	Prep	students	attended	classes	in	McAuliffe	Hall,	Berchmans	Hall,	and	parts	of	Xavier	Hall,	the	
latter	shared	with	the	University	until	campus	construction	in	the	eighties	prompted	the	University	
to	relinquish	all	but	the	basement	level	to	Prep.		
	
Prep	remained	in	Berchmans	and	Xavier	Halls	until	the	first	decade	of	the	new	millennium,	when	
two	new	buildings	were	constructed,	the	Brissette	Athletic	Center	and	Fr.	Pedro	Arrupe	Hall.	The	
Prep	enclave	now	consists	of	four	interconnected	buildings	that	enables	students	considerable	ease	
of	movement	and	first-class	space	for	academics	and	extracurricular	activities.		
	
The	last	remaining	University	offices	will	be	moving	out	of	Prep’s	Xavier	Hall’s	ground	floor	this	
winter,	and	plans	and	funding	are	secured	to	build	The	McLeod	Innovation	Center	there;	this	project	
is	coupled	with	a	complete	renovation	of	the	fourth	floor	to	create	state-of-the-art	science	suites.	
STEM	education	is	the	driving	element	in	the	McLeod	Innovation	Center,	but	the	spirit	of	the	new	
facility	goes	beyond	science,	technology,	engineering,	and	math.	The	center	will	promote	the	
concept	of	innovation	as	being	both	practical—supporting	and	facilitating	connections	and	
relations—and	inspirational—driving	discovery,	aligning	with	Ignatian	thinking,	which	embraces	
connections,	hands-on	experience,	and	reflection.	The	Innovation	Center	will	provide	a	common	
gathering	and	presentation	space	for	up	to	200	students,	providing	a	venue	for	information	sharing,	
project	demonstrations,	presentations,	and	entertainment.	In	addition	there	will	be	a	maker	and	
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robotics	workshop,	classroom	and	team	rooms,	a	media/communication	lab,	and	a	cyber	café.	
	
Opportunities	
Fairfield	Prep	is	a	vibrant	school	community	that	has	enjoyed	a	history	of	excellence,	and	its	next	
president	will	inherit	a	school	of	many	strengths.	The	school	has	been	well	led	for	the	past	five	years	
by	Father	Tom	Simisky	who	has	worked	to	ensure	that	the	school’s	facilities	support	dynamic	
programming	and	flexible,	attractive	learning	spaces.	The	current	principal,	who	joined	Prep	in	the	
2018-19	school	year,	is	bringing	energy	to	support	a	strong	and	varied	curriculum	that	meets	the	
educational	needs	of	today’s	students.	Prep	is	a	school	that	strives	for	excellence,	reflected	in	its	
commitment	to	be	forward	looking.	A	new	president	will	inherit	a	school	community	that	embraces	
thoughtful	change	while	recognizing	the	enduring	value	of	Ignatian	principles.	
	
§ There	is	a	deep	appreciation	held	by	stakeholders	for	the	school’s	strong	Jesuit	identity	and	

Ignatian	values.	Despite	a	pragmatic	recognition	that	it	is	most	likely	the	next	president	will	be	a	
lay	leader	rather	than	a	Jesuit	priest,	the	new	president	will	need	to	work	to	assure	stakeholders	
that	the	Jesuit	identity	will	not	be	diminished	and	be	intentional	in	determining	ways	to	assure	it	
remains	strong	and	present.	

	
§ Like	many	independent	schools	throughout	the	country,	in	recent	years	Prep	has	seen	lower	

enrollment	and	a	greater	need	for	financial	assistance	from	applying	families.	The	student	
population	this	year	dipped	to	770,	but	is	on	a	trajectory	back	to	800+,	the	more	historically	
typical	range,	as	larger	freshman	classes	have	enrolled	in	recent	years.	There	are	numerous	
factors	impacting	enrollment,	including	shrinking	school-aged	demographics,	and	strong	area	
public	schools,	as	well	as	numerous	independent	and	Catholic	schools	offering	families	a	range	
of	choices.	Prep’s	tuition	model	places	it	between	higher	cost	secular	independent	schools	and	
more	traditional	Catholic	schools.	Prep	needs	to	continue	efforts	to	ensure	its	strengths	are	well	
messaged	in	its	market	and	its	value	propositions	are	understood.	Prep’s	next	president	will	
need	to	address	a	strategic	conversation	on	optimal	school	size,	determining	whether	
demographic	realities	encourage	an	intentionally	smaller	enrollment	to	ensure	a	student	
population	that	is	well-matched	to	Prep’s	academic	program.	

	
§ The	new	president	will	have	opportunities	to	strengthen	the	relationship	between	Prep	and	the	

University,	which	has	historically	been	very	strong.	Along	with	enhancing	lines	of	communication	
with	the	University	president	in	supporting	Prep’s	needs,	Prep’s	president	has	the	opportunity	to	
lead	an	exploration	of	how	the	University’s	resources	and	programs	can	be	best	utilized	for	Prep	
students.	Building	out	additional	programmatic	bridges	with	the	University	could	potentially	
create	additional	opportunities	to	further	distinguish	the	school	in	its	competitive	marketplace.	

	
	
	
	
Leadership	Characteristics	and	Competencies	
The	successful	candidate	will	be	an	individual	who:	

§ Is	authentically	aligned	with	the	school’s	Jesuit	mission	and	philosophy,	will	value	its	history,	
and	will	respect	the	deep	bonds	the	school	has	inspired	in	its	stakeholders	
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§ Has	an	authentic	appreciation	for	adolescent	boys	and	will	be	a	joyful,	visible,	accessible,	and	
engaged	leader	

§ Has	a	proven	track	record	as	a	successful	leader	and	a	manager	of	complex	organizations,	
and	is	adept	at	inspiring	others,	building	partnerships	and	effective	teams,	and	coalescing	
others	in	the	achievement	of	strategic	initiatives	

§ Possesses	the	abilities	to	manage	and	support	a	team	of	administrators	responsible	for	
academics,	enrollment,	finance,	marketing,	development,	and	athletics	

§ Is	a	natural	relationship-builder	with	strong	personal	and	communication	skills	
§ Possesses	a	deep	personal	commitment	to	issues	of	diversity,	equity	and	social	justice		
§ Leads	with	strong	strategic	skills,	an	innovative,	forward-thinking	spirit,	and	astute	financial	

and	business	acumen,	recognizing	the	need	to	bring	a	business-minded	head	along	with	an	
educator’s	heart	to	this	work	

§ Is	a	person	of	unwavering	integrity	and	faith.	
	
For	Consideration	
Please	forward	electronically	a	resume,	letter	of	interest	and	a	personal	statement	and/or	a	
statement	of	educational	philosophy	to:	

Jane	Armstrong	and/or	Bill	Lyons	
Independent	Thinking	
it@independent-thinking.com	
617.332.3131	
	

All	inquiries	will	be	treated	confidentially.		
Compensation	is	competitive	and	university	housing	may	be	available.	

	
	

Fairfield	University	is	an	Affirmative	Action/Equal	Opportunity	Employer	


